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REPORT

OF THE

OF

CITY

THE

OF

SACO,

FOR THE

Fiscal Year Ending
TOGETHER

January
WITH

31,

1877.

THE

M A Y O R ' S ADDRESS,
And other Annual Reports relating to the Affairs of the City.

S A C O ,
WILLIAM

M A I N E

NOYES,
1877.

:

PRINTER,

CITY OF SACO.

IN BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN,

March 19, 1877.
ORDERED, That the Committee on Printing be authorized and
directed to cause to be printed, in pamphlet form, six hundred
copies of the Annual Reports, including the Address of the
Mayor.
Read and passed.

Sent down for concurrence.

Attest:

JOS. L. MILLIKEN, City Clerk.

IN COMMON COUNCIL,

March 19, 1877. )
Read and passed in concurrence.
Attest:
A true copy, attest:

SETH M. CHADBOURNE, Clerk.
JOS. L. MILLIKEN, City Clerk.

MAYOR'S

ADDRESS.

GENTLEMEN OF THE CITY COUNCIL .

I do not propose, at this time, to make any extended address,
but very briefly to call your attention to a few of the more important matters that should early engage your consideration.
Referring to the Treasurer's Report, which is already printed
and laid before you, you will see, by his "City Account," the
amount of "receipts and expenditures'' of your city during the
past year.
Also, in the same report, a schedule of the "liabilities and assets" of the city, January 31st, 1877, showing the indebtedness, of the city, $45,665.84. I give you this account, as
follows:
LIABILITIES.
City Bonds,
825,000 00
29,727 00
City Notes,
11,699 89
State of Maine, (State Tax)
1.699 18
County of York, (County Tax)
808 19
School Districts,
792 34
Interest on City Notes,
ASSETS.
Jos. F. Dearing, Collector, 1875,
Non-resident Taxes committed but unsold,
J. F. Dearing, Collector, 1876,
Old Orchard Camp Meeting Association,
School District No. 1,
State of Maine, State School Fund,
U «
«
M i u School Fund,
State Pensions,
U (1
Free High School,
Cash in hands of Treasurer,
City Debt, Jan. 81, 1877,

$69,726 60
$738
580
15,656
100
2,175
1,250
1,777
90
500
1,191

34
40
56
00
18
88
98
00
00
47

$24,060 76
45,665 84
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Comparing this account with that of the previous year of the
same relative date you will see the indebtedness of the city has
been reduced, during the past year, $214.84. This is, of coarse,
based on the presumption that the reported assets are all available. In my opinion, this amount ($214.84) and very much more
will be absorbed by abatements.
I wish to call your special attention to one item of our liabilities ; I refer to the outstanding
bonds of the city.
The Treasurer says, in his report, ''these)
bonds mature in July of this year."
As yet, no provision has
been made for the payment of them when due, or for issuing others in their places.
I therefore urge immediate action in this
matter. There can be no doubt about placing a like amount of
bonds of the city at a less rate of interest than the present ones
bear, or if the issue should be at the present rate (6 per cent)
they will bring a premium. In this connection, I wish to cal^
attention to the Auditor's report, which you also have before you.
The objectionable feature is the very large number of accounts
that are overdrawn. In my judgment this is all wrong, and
should, as far as practicable, be avoided. Only in extraordinary
cases should orders be drawn against any account with no funds
in the Treasury to meet such drafts. In making appropriations
to meet the current expenses of the city, let us carefully consider
the requirements of each department, and conform, as much as
possible, the expenditure to the appropriation.
I have not had time to examine the reports of the various departments of our city—they will soon be printed and laid before
you for your consideration, and I need not spend the time or
worry your patience with many special suggestions.
You will notice in the report of your Superintending School
Committee, various recommendations for improving the present
schools, and also for the creating of new ones, that will commend
themselves to your consideration.
It is evident, that very soon
we shall be called upon to provide more school accommodations.
The report of the Chief Engineer of the Fire Department is before you, and will, I trust, have such attention as its importance
demands.
No special requisitions for supplies of hose or other
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apparatus are made, but this is no evidence of thorough equipment, or that the department will care for itself. We believe we
have a first class Fire Department; let us do whatever may be
necessary to maintain its efficiency.
The reports not specially referred to in the communication are
all before you, and generally show commendable care and interest in their administration by their respective officers, and are
worthy of your candid consideration.
The condition of the Portland road, at what is known as the
"Goose Fair" crossing of the Eastern R. R., is a matter that
should very early be considered by the City Council.
Some years since, the County Commissioners, by request of
the City Council and others, ordered a change in the old road,
as was said, tQ straighten the same, and to make the carriage
road under the railroad.
The time for the city to do this work
expired without any action on its part towards doing the contemplated work. During the past year the Commissioners commenced this work, and after spending quite a large sum of money,
temporarily abandoned it, on petition of many of our citizens,
and have had a hearing on the matter of discontinuing the new
location and resuming the old.
This matter they now have under consideration and their decision may be governed by your
action. I earnestly urge the early consideration of this very important matter.
I wish also to call your attention to what is termed the road
through the Park at Old Orchard. Your Solicitor refers to this
matter in his report.
As I understand, the road has been laid
out, damages have been assessed, and in one or two instances
paid, and awards to other parties in interest are declined as being altogether too small. It is for you to decide just what should
be done in this matter to best protect the interests of the city,
and this should early be considered.
I am specially gratified with the report of the City Marshal,
which is before you, and you will pardon me if I trespass on
your patience by a brief reference to it. He says, "the past Jear
has been marked by unusual good order and quietness, attribute-
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ble, as all must be well aware, to the almost entire absence of
intoxicating liquors in our city.
During the past year only 29
arrests have been made."
For a period extending back thirty months, the subject of temperance has nad the attention and support of almost our entire
community. Large numbers of the fallen, in the vice of intemperance, have been arrested in their downward career and brought
back to sobriety and usefulness by the efforts of the various' organizations of your citj-. Much, I am happy to say, is being done
to-day in this direction, and 1 would specially ask your co-operation in the furtherance of so good and worthy an object.
I do
not propose to discuss the ways and means best adapted to the
entire suppression of liquor selling in our city.
I do not believe it will be accomplished in an}' one of the various ways used to this end, but rather by the combination of all
christian, moral and legal efforts.
It is the duty of your Mayor to see that all laws are fairly,
faithfully and impartially enforced. The execution of the "Maine
Law" will be no exception.
And now, Gentlemen, in conclusion, I need not urge the necessity of strict economy in the management of our city affairs
the present year.
The general depressed condition of most of our industries, that
for a series of years has existed, still continues, and should, and
I trust will, govern your action in providing for the immediate
wants of the city.
Let us lay aside all personal considerations in discharging the
trusts that have been placed in our hands, remembering the obligation to be faithful to the true interests of the people whose
servants we are.
I R A H. FOSS.
Saco, March 19, 1877.

GOVERNMENT
OF THE

CITY

OF1 S A C O .
1877.
MAYOR.

IRA H. FOSS.
ALDERMEN.
WARD 1.

JOHN

M. DEERING,

"

2.

SAMUEL

"

3.

JOHN

C. STORER,

E. SWEETSER,

"

4.

JOHN

"

5.

JAMES

HANSCOM,

"

6.

OLIVER

"

7.

GEORGE

STONE,
C. CLARK,

CITY
JOSEPH

A . CARTER.

CLERK,
L. MILLIKEN.

COMMON
LEONARD
WARD 1.

EMMONS,

SETH
JAMES

2.

COUNCIL.
PRESIDENT.

SENNOTT,
W . JOSE.

BENJAMIN
ARTHUR

N.GOOD ALE,

BOOTHBY.
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WARD 3.

GRANVILLE
ALVIN

"

4.

M O S E S P.

5.

"

6.

ROBERT

H.

7.

CLERK

HANSON.

BENSON,

CHARLES

J.

GOODWIN.

CHARLES

L.

FOSS,

GEORGE
"

CHADBOURNE.

LEONARD

EMMONS,

WILLIAM

EMERSON,

OF

SETH

COMMON
M.

WARD

"

2.

"
"
"
"
"

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

JR.

COUNCIL.

CHADBOURNE.

OFFICERS.

WARDENS.
W A R D 1.

TARBOX,

CHURCH,

CHARLES
»

M.

GOOGINS.

W A R D CLERKS.

Albion A . Trickej - .
Joseph W . Hobson.
John Jameson.
Frederic C. Bradbury.
William H. Owen.
William 0 . Freeman.
Charles H. Tuxbury.

Charles E. Sawyer.
Henry Mason.
Frank L. Emery.
Charles Stevens.
Edward T. Knight.
George A . Emery..
Brewster S. Boulter.

CONSTABLES.

WARD
"
"
"
"
"
"

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hiram B. Knight.
Cyrus Libby.
Eben H. C. Bradbury.
Daniel Floyd.
Enoch W . Durgin.
Orin Fenderson.
Obadiah Durgin.
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Judge of the Municipal Court.—John S. Derby.
City Solicitor.—Horace H. Burbank.
Treasurer.—James W . Littlefield.
Collector.—Sumner S. Richards.
Auditor.—Winfield S. Hasty.
Assessors.—Charles E. Sawyer, Andrew W. Hewes, Owen B.
Chadbourne.
Overseers of Poor.—Francis
Jameson.
Board of Health.—John
Horace H. Burbank.

A. Boothby, Paul C. Sands, John

E. L. Kimball, Roscoe G. Dennett,

City Physician.—John L. Allen.
Chief Engineer of Fire Department.—Augustus Lord. 1st Assistant, Daniel S. Sands; 2d Assistant, Joseph F. Chadbourne.
Supervisor of Schools.—James M. Bailey.
City Marshal.—Joseph

F. Dearing.

Police Officers.—Isaac E. Stover, Colver Stevens.
Special Police Officers.—Albion Sands, Augustus Lord, Westbrook Berry, Joseph Davis, Daniel S. Sands, Richard L. K.
Grant, Joseph F. Chadbourne, Obadiah Durgin, James R. Foss,
Robert E. Gilpatrick. Burniss R. Bean, Joseph T. Graffam, Eben
H. C. Bradbury, George W. Atherton, Willis McKennev, Alexander Goldthwait, James Adams, 2d, Charles H. Stewart, John
Jameson, Alanson Dunn, Abiatha W. Leavitt, Frederic C. Bradbury, Richard B. Johnson.
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COMMISSIONERS

OF

ROADS

AND

STREETS.

DIST. NO. 1. Granville Shackford. DIST. NO. 3. Caleb F. Clark.
"
" 2. Ephraim Harmon.
"
" 4. Joseph Hardy.
SCHOOL A G E N T S .
DIST. NO. 1. John Chadwick,
DIST. NO.
Paul C. Sands,
"
"
George F. Owen.
"
"
"
" 2. Daniel Floyd.
"
"
"
" 3. John Jameson.
"
41
" 4. Geo. H. Harmon.

Living H. Lane,
Daniel Rounds,
George W . Usher,
Charles M. Tarbox,
James Andrews,
Michael N. Milliken,
Martin H. Dearing,
Albion K. P. Chellis,
Arthur B. Haines,
Abiatha W. Leavitt,
John Jameson,
David Tuxbury,
Joseph \V. Hobson,
Dominicus Jordan,
Charles Littlefield,
SURVEYORS
Samuel W. Seavey,
Willis McKenney,
Living H. Lane,
Lewis McKenney,

5. Ivory Lord.
6. Collins M. Tapley.
7. Greenleaf Sawyer.
8. Oren Parcher.
9. Thos. M. Cldiigh.

OF LUMBER.
Joseph L. Hobson,
Joseph T . Graffam,
Frederic Dunn,
Alfred C. Tuxbury,
Levi Boothby,
John C. Cummings,
Samuel C. Hamilton,
Joseph F. Adams,
Samuel Berry,
George W . Hobson,
Willis McKenney,
Samuel W . Seavey,
Nathaniel Currier,
Charles J. Goodwin.

WOOD A N D LUMBER.
Dominicus Jordan,
Winfield S. Dennett,
George W . Usher,
Joseph W . Hobson,
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William H. Webster,
Joseph L. Hobson,
Charles Littlefield,
Martin H. Dearing,
Amos T. Marston,
Samuel Berry,
Ira C. Doe,

Frederic Dunn,
Michael N. Milliken,
James W . Littlefield,
Samuel C. Hamilton,
George W . Hobson,
Abiatha W . Leavitt,
Oliver Batts.

Port Wardens.—-Abraham Cutter, Abiatha W. Leavitt, David
Patterson.
City Weighers.—John Tongue, Alfred C. Tuxbury, Abraham
Cutter, Joseph Richards, Liberty L. Peck, Charles Hersey,
Brewster S. Boulter, Roland Hill, George B. Cutter, John
Quiuby.
Fence Viewers. —Lewis McKenney, Levi Boothby, Ira C. Doe,
Joseph Bradbury, Alvin B. Googins, William N. Perry.
Cullers of Staves.—William

Stevenson 2d, Benjamin Prescott.

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE CITY COUNCIL.
On Finance.—The
Mayor; Alderman Carter; Councilmen
Leonard Emmons, Benjamin N. Goodale, William Emerson, Jr.
On Accounts.—Alderman
Benson, James W . Jose.

Oliver C. Clark, Councilmen Robert

On Public Property.—The
Mayor ; Alderman John M. Deering, Councilmen Benjamin N. Goodale, Charles H. Hanson.
On Printing.—Alderman

John E. Sweetser, Councilmen, Rob-

ert Benson, George Chadbourne.
On Public Instruction.—The
Mayor; Alderman Samuel C.
Storer; Councilmen Leonard Emmons, Moses P. Church, Granville M. Tarbox.
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On Sewers and Drains.—Alderman
Charles J. Goodwin, Seth Sinnott.
On Poor.—Alderman
Jose, Charles L. Foss.

James Stone; Councilmen

John Hanscom ; Councilmen James W.

On Ordinances.—The Mayor; Councilmen Granville M. Tarbox, Robert Benson.
On Streets.—The Mayor ; Alderman George A. Carter, Councilmen Leonard Emmons, Arthur Boothby, Alvin Googins.
On Fire Department.—Alderman Oliver C. Clark; Councilmen Charles L. Foss, William Emerson, Jr.
On Lighting Streets.—The
mons, Charles J. Goodwin.

STANDING COMMITTEES

Mayor ; Councilmen Leonard Em-

OF

THE

B O A R D O F M A Y O R AND

ALDERMEN.

On Police.—The Mayor ; Aldermen John E. Sweetser, James
Stone.
On Licenses.—The Mayor ; Aldermen George A. Carter, John
E. Sweetser.
On Enrolled Bills.—Aldermen
ing, James Stone.

John Hanscom, John M. Deer-

On Elections.—Aldermen John E. Sweetser, Samuel C. Storer,
James Stone.
On Intoxicating Liquors.—Aldermen John M. Deering, George
A. Carter, Oliver C. Clark.

S T A N D I N G C O M M I T T E E S O F T H E C O M M O N COUNCIL.

On Elections.—Councilmen
Arthur Boothby.

Seth Sinnott, Charles H. Hanson,

On Enrolled Bills.—Councilmen
Goodwin, George Chadbourne.

Moses P. Church, Charles J.

TREASURER'S

REPORT.

T o THE HON. MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL :

GENTLEMEN :—The following is my Report as Treasurer of the
City of Saeo, for the financial year ending January 31st, 1877 ;
also, my account with School District No. 1 ; all of which I submit for your honorable consideration :

CITY ACCOUNT.
Cash on hand at commencement of financial year was
$870 17
Received during the year,
104,980 97
$105,851 14
Cash paid out during the year,
Balance in the Treasury, Jan. 31, 1877,

104,659 67
1,191 47

I would respectfully call the attention of the City Council to
the fact that city bonds to the amount of twenty-five thousand
dollars come due in July, for the payment of which provision
will have to be made.
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RECEIPTS.
City Notes,
Contingent,
Fire Department,
Interest on City Debt,
Paupers,
Streets and Highways,
Sewers and Drains,
State of Maine, Railroad Tax,
School District No. 1,
State of Maine, State Pensions,
"
"
"
"
School Fund,
"
"
"
Mill
"
Tax of 1874,
" " 1875,
"
" 1876,
State of Maine Bonds sold,
School Dis+rict No. 6,
Cash on hand, Jan. 31, 1876,

$36,900
843
129
384
690
2,374
136
121
82
54
1,486
1,985
457
14,132
44,500
700
1

00
43
55
89
94
23
25
62
50
00
62
75
65
50
00
00
04
$104,980 97
870 17
$105,851 14
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PAYMENTS.

Abatements,
Bridges,
Contingent,
City Notes,
City Officers,
Discount on Taxes,
Fire Department,
Free High School,
Interest on City Debt,
New Streets,
Police and Night Watch,
Paupers,
Public Property,
Printing, Stationery and Books,
Reservoirs,
Streets and Highways,
Street Lamps,
Sewers and Drains,
Sidewalks and Crosswalks,
Schools,
Taxes, (State)
Taxes, (County)
State Pensions,
Balance Cash on hand, Jan. 31, 1877,

$533
315
2,799
34,900
3,506
2,626
5,107
2,463
3,500
306
1,910
4,569
1,078
467
3
10,006
1,684
1,339
903
10,508
12,478
3,559
90

80
82
21
00
56
89
70
63
70
39
75
65
55
06
30
27
87
29
12
10
99
02
00
$104,659 67
1,191 47
$105,851 14

\
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LIABILITIES.
City Bonds,
City Notes,
State of Maine, (State Tax)
County of York, (County Tax)
(School Districts,
Interest on City Notes.

$25,000
29,727
11,699
1,699
808
792

00
00
89
18
19
34
$69,726 60

ASSETS.
Joseph F. Dearing, Collector, 1875,
$738
Non-resident taxes committed but unsold, 580
Joseph F. Dearing, Collector, 1876,
15,656
Old Orchard Camp Meeting Association,
100
School District No. 1,
2,175
State of Maine, State School Fund,
1,250
"
»
"
Mill School Fund,
1,777
"
"
"
State Pensions,
90
"
"
"
Free High School,
500
Cash in hands of Treasurer,
1,191

34
40
56
00
13
88
98
00
00
47
24,060 76

City Debt, Jan. 31, 1877.

$45,665 84
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1.
SPRING STREET SCHOOL HOUSE ACCOUNT.

Cash 011 hand, Jan. 31, 1876,
On notes issued,
" tax of 1874,
"
" " 1876,

$154
350
135
3,000

91
00
18
00
$3,640 09

PAYMENTS.
Notes Payable,
Interest,
Abatements,
Discount on taxes,
Commissions for Coll.,
Assessors,
Treasurer,

$2,750
386
33
178
77
54
25

00
99
60
63
54
00
00
3,505 76

Balance cash on hand, Jan. 31, 1877,

$134 33

LIABILITIES.
Notes outstanding,

$3,800 00

CityofSaco,

2,175 13
$5,975 13
ASSETS.

J. F. Dearing, Coll., 1876,
Cash in Treasurer's hands,

$1,072 66
134 33
1,206 99

Debt of the District, Jan. 31, 1877,
$4,768 14
JAMES W . LITTLEFIELD,
Treasurer of Saco.

AUDITOR'S

REPORT

T o THE HON. MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACO :

GENTLEMEN :—I herewith present for your consideration the
following report for the financial year ending Jan. 31, 1877:
W I N F I E L D S. HASTY, Auditor.

SYNOPSIS OF AUDITOR'S
Appropriations.
500
3000
3000
2800
4600
2000
3000
300
1657
2000
S00
3000
700
200
2000
6000
1200
1000
800
7000
3299
12478

Bridges,
City Officers,
Contingent,
Discount on Taxes,
Fire Department,
Free High School,
Interest on City Debt,
New Streets,
Police and Night Watch,
Printing, Stationery and Books,
Paupers,
Public Property,
Reservoirs,
Reduction of City Debt,
Streets and Highways,
Street Lamps,
8ewera and Drains,
Side Walks and Cross Walks,
Schools,
Taxes, (County),
T a x e s , (State),
Taxes,(State R. R. T a x ) ,

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
49
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
18
99

60935 66

City Debt Feb'y 1, 1876,
Expenses for 1876,

$45,880 68

Credits.

Total
Income.

121 62

500 00
3000 00
3813 43
2800 00
4629 55
2500 00
3363 89
300 00
1657 49
2o00 00
500 00
3690 94
700 00
200 00
2(JC0 00
8374 23
1260 00
1136 25
800 00
10028 86
3299 18
12478 99
121 62

8188 77

69121 43

843 43
129 55
500 00
363 89

690 94

2374 23
136 25
3028 86

REPORT.
Expenses.
315 82
3506 56
2799 21
2626 89
5107 70
2463 63
3479 70
306 39
533 80
1910 75
467 06
4569 65
1078 55
3 30
10006
1681
1339
903
10028
3299
12478

27
87
29
12
8«
IS
99

08909 59

Income Receipts and Credits,

68,909 59

Assessments, 1876,

Unexpen'd Overdrafts
balances.
184 18

506 56

1044 22
173 11

478 15

36 37

415 81
6 39

1123 69
89 25
32 94
196 70
2000 01

Debt.

878 71
378 55
1632
484
20 !
103

04
87
04
12

121 62
5002 08

4787 24

$8,188 77
60,935 66
$69,124 43

$114,790 27
City Debt. Feb'y 1, 1877,

$45,665 84
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LIABILITIES.
City Bonds,
City Notes,
County of York—County Tax,
State of Maine—State Tax,
School Districts,
Interest on City Debt,

$25,000
29,727
1,699
11,699
808
792

00
00
18
89
19
34
$69,726

60

24,060

76

ASSETS.
Old Orchard Camp Meeting Association,
State of Maine State School Fund,
Mill School Fund,
" "
"
State Pensions,
"
"
Free High School,
Joseph F. Dearing, Collector, 1875,
"
"
"
"
1876,
Non-resid nt taxes committed but unsold,
School District No. 1,
Cash in hands of Treasurer,

City Debt, Feb. 1, 1877,

$100
1,250
1,777
90
500
738
15,656
580
2,175
1,191

00
88
98
00
00
34
56
40
13
47

$45,665 84

STATEMENT
OF

RECEIPTS AND
OF

THE

EXPENDITURES
THE

C I T Y OF SACO,
F r o m February 1, 1876, to February 1, 1877.

R E C E I P T S .

Cash.
Amount on hand, Feb. 1, 1876,

8870 17

Contingent Expenses.
From sundry sources,

843 43

Fire Department.
From rent of engine house, &c.,

129 55

Interest on City Debt.
From taxes and bonds,

384 89

Notes Payable.
Notes issued,

36,900 00

Paupers.
From City Farm and sundry sources,

690 94

Streets and Highways.
From City teams,

2,374 23

Sewers and Drains.
From entries to sewers,
Amount carried forward,

$136 25
$42,329 46
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Amount brought forward,

Tax of
"
"
"
School
Bonds
School

$42,329 46

1,486
1,985
54
121
457
1874, from Jos. F. Dearing, Coll. ,
44
u
44
44
a
14,132
1875
44
44
44
44
44
44,500
1876
82
District No. 1,
700
sold,
1
District No. 1,

State of Maine-—State School Fund,
44
u
44
School Mill
"
44
44
u
State Pensions,
U
44
(4
R. R. tax,

62
75
00
62
65
50
00
50
00
04
63,521 68
$105,851 14

E X P E N D I T U R E S .

Abatements.
Paid J. F. Dearing, Coll., 1874.
"
" "
"
"
1875,

$16 50
517 30
$533 80

Bridges.
Paid D. E. Johnson, Commisioner, self
and horse,
$27 00
" S. W . Seavey,
5 00
" J. Hobson for material,
13 50
" S. C. Hamilton for material,
175 20
" C. Twambley & Son
"
15 99
" A . G. Prentiss for
"
6 56
" laborers,
72 57
$315 82

23

CONTINGENT

EXPENSES.

ward officers,
m
for posting notices and notifying
officers,
10
W . S. Dennett for surveying,
81
Committee on Fiie Department,
30
Maine Insane Hospital,
418
State Reform School,
52
B. & M. R. R., (outstanding)
250
Post Sheridan, G. A . R.,
100
S. M. Chadbourne, Clerk Council, 50
Wm. Littlefield,
18
F. G. "Warren, medical aid,
38
226
S. & B. Gas Light Co.,
50
John B. Stowe for accident,
75
for repairs on safe,
73
for ward rooms,
300
R. Rand, horse,
29
F. W . Guptill,
F. R. Milliken, wat'g trough, &c., 13
7
J. F. Stearns, dusters, brooms, &c.,
30
A. Sands,
A. & B. E. Cutter, coal, City Hall, 53
18
Joseph Bradbury,
25
F. H. Fassett plan for S. House,
46
C. Twambley & Son,
12
Lowell & Lord,
250
B. & M. R. R., for water,
43
for horse hire for School Com.,
300
S. F. Macomber, care City Hall,
50
Committee on Accounts,
8
J. F. Dearing for tax deeds, &c.,
15
A. G. Prentiss, use of land,
88
sundry- small bills,

00
00
75
00
36
00
00
00
00
00
00
81
00
00
50
00
99
00
28
00
50
00
00
03
08
00
90
86
00
75
00
40
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City Officers.
Paid Overseers of Poor, (outstanding)
it
S. S. Committee,
"
u
City Marshal,
"
It
Assessors,
"
u
Mayor's salary,
(t
Treasurer's salary.
u
Auditor's
"
t(
Solicitor's
"
u
City Clerk's "
it
City Physician's salary,
it
Board of Health's "
i i
S. S. Committee's "
u
Citj1 Marshal,
fcfcOverseers of the Poor,
t<
Engineers of Fire Department,
tt
Assessors,
u
Collector,

$10

00

6

00

25

00

140

00

200

00

250

00

150

00

150

00

550

00

50

00

65

00

300

00

125

00

200

00

300

00

400

00

585

56

3,506 56
Discount on Taxes.
Paid 6 per cent, discount on taxes paid
on or before Oct. 10, 1876,

$2,626 89

Free High School.
Paid
"
"
"
"

B. R. Melcher, Principal,
$1,642 50
Miss Chadwick, Assistant,
490 50
for care of building,
30 75
for coal,
45,00
repairs, supplies and printing,
254 88
2,463 63

Fire Department.
Paid Geo. F. Owen, (outstanding)
" A . & B. E. Cutter for coal,
" for patent ladder,
" Twambley & Son, supplies,
Amount carried forward,

$644
161
123
17

00
68
00
00
$945 68
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Amount brought forward,

$423,29 4 6

S. & B. Gas Light Co., for gas,
125
Hanscom,
14
B. & M. R. R. for freight,
7
J. W . Beatty & Co. for hose, repairs, &c.,
865
Amoskeag Mfg. Co., repairs of
steamer,
638
O. C. Clark, rubber coats,
26
Lowell & Lord for supplies,
28
Twambley & Son,
"
2
Steamer Co., Saco No. 1,
841
" Gov. Fairfield No. 2, 959
Wm. P. Moody for blankets, &c., 14
A . G. Prentiss for supplies,
27
Highway District No. 4, for use
550
of team,
9
S. L. Lord for supplies,
8
N. Lord for hauling coal, &c.,
41
sundry small bills,

89
00
50
63
61
50
09
70
25
83
65
83
00
85
00
69
$4,162 02
$5,107 70

Interest on City Debt.
Paid interest on city notes,
" coupons,

$2,003 70
1,497 00
$3,500 70

New Streets.
Paid D. E. Johnson, Commissioner, self
and horse,
$39 00
" F. Emmons, Com., self and horse, 12 00
" for labor and material,
255 39

$306 39

Notes Payable.
Paid City Notes,

$34,900 00
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Paupers.
Paid for supplies and expense on City
Farm,
$1 ,163
205
L. Osgood for supplies,
183
S. Gurnev "
"
135
G. Berry "
"
Benson & Carpenter for supplies, 184
134
W . S. Hasty & Co. "
"
138
A . G. Prentiss
"
"
103
D. F. Littlefield
"
"
324
Dorrance Littlefield, "
"
Samuel Chase,
"
"
65
138
0 . F. Carpenter & Co.,
"
146
J. W . Burrows for shoes, &c.,
D. Tuxbury for wood.
287
F. A . Boothby for cash paid out
for supplies, rent, &c.,
430
Lowell & Lord for supplies,
37
E. Boardman for shoes,
7
W . Littlefield for carriages,
16
J. Bradbury for burying dead,
16
City team for hauling wood,
61
Jordan & Bryant for rent,
64
A . Wentworth for rent,
44
Estate of J. Gilpatric for rent,
18
Mrs. C. G. Burleigh for rent,
36
N. T. Boothby for clothing,
52
8
0 . C. Clark & Co. for clothing.
9
Cobb & Delano for cloth,
Hill Bros, for work,
29
A . Haines for board,
20
J. Adams for supplies,
17
D. Milliken for care of sick,
37
for medicines, &c.,
24
J. Hobson for lumber,
29
Amount carried forward,

86
10
80
50
75
50
45
00
05
93
49
o£
50
97
97
25
50
00
50
00
00
00
00
75
00
40
00
00
00
00
25
50
$4,153

07
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Amount brought forward,
Paid T. Buckminster, coffins and robes, 32 50
" R. Jordan for supplies,
331 61
" sundry small bills,
52 47

$42,32946

416 58
$4,569 65
Police and Night Watch.
Paid
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Willis M.-Kenney,
A . Dunn,
E. H. C. Bradbury,
C. Stevens,
M. D. Kimball,
R. L. K. Grant,
O. Durgin,
A Myers,
I. E. Stover,
J. J. Torrer for whistles,

$112
199
758
662
125
10
10
2
29
3

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
75
$1,910 75

Printingj Books and Stationery.
Paid Hall L. Davis for books,
tt for postage, &c.,
d T . Buckminster for making boxes
for bills,
u F. W . Roberts,
• (
Noyes & Co., for printing, &c.,
4 I
P. C. Stone for binding books,
44
Watson & Son for advertising,
44
L. Hodsdon for stationery,
44
F. L. Emery "
44
S. S. Mitchell,
"
44
J. Hanscom for printing,

$34 25
6 00
5
3
298
24
1
14
27
5
47

25
25
32
72
25
16
01
35
50
$467 06
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Public Property.
Paid
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

for repairs on carts, &c.,
York Co. Agricultural Society,
repairs on city stable,
for paint, oil,
J. G. Deering for lumber,
John Tounge for paint and work,
Meserve Bros, for hauling stones,
C. Twambley & Son for supplies,
Lowell & Lord
"
"
city team for work,
" for work on old cemeteiy and
common,
" for work on public park,

$38
75
9
4
81
116
5
136
99
4

94
00
00
70
12
90
75
52
38
25

131 04
375 95
$1,078

55

$3

30

$903

12

Reservoirs.
Paid F. A . Boothby for work,
Sidelualks and Crosswalks.
Paid
"
"
"

D. E. Johnson, self and horse,
$103
S. W . Seavy, Com., self and horse, 27
laborers and city team,
631
C. H. Andrews for curbstone,
141

00
50
42
20

Sewers and Drains.
Paid W . S. Dennett for surveying,
" C. H. Andrews for stone,
" D. E. Johnson, Com., self and
horse,
" laborers and city teams,
" Lowell & Lord for material,
" John Gains for material,
" Gilman & Hewes, No. St. Sewer,
S. C. Hamilton for lumber.

$4 00
93 00
50
231
20
8
899
32

00
92
00
70
00
67
$1,339 29
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Street Lamps.
Paid J. Adams for care of lights,
$193
Lowell & Lord for supplies,
1
ti Lord & Linnell, supplies and repairs,
56
4 4 John Tounge for paint, &c.,
14
44
D. Littlefield for supplies,
26
,4
W . S. Hasty & Co. for supplies,
30
44
D. E. Johnson, setting posts,
7
"
F. A. Boothb^ for repairs,
2
44
J. F. Stearns for material,
6
44
S. F. Macomber for lamp posts,
6
44
S. & B. Gas Light Co.,
860
44
"
"
"
"
"outstanding, 481

00
00

''

00
20
11
77
66
25
02
00
06
80
$1,684 87

STREETS A N D

HIGHWAYS.

Highway District No. 1.
Paid S. W . Seavy,Com., self andhorse,$148 00
" for labor,
761 16

$909 16

Highway District No. 2.
Paid Geo. Riclser, Com., self and horse, $115 05
" for labor and materials,
986 70

$1,101 75

Highway District No. 3.
Paid C. Means, Com., self and horse,
$3 00
" F. Emmons, Com., self and horse, 95 00
" for labor and material,
753 37

$851 37
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Highway District No. 4.
Paid D. E. Johnson, Commissioner, self
and horse,
$465
" for breaking roads,
13
" Rhodes & Gains, iron work,
124
" sundry persons for hay and grain, 575
" S. C. Hamilton for lumber,
57
" W . S. Dennett for surveying.
24
" C. H. Andrews for stone.
463
" sundry persons for hardware, &c., 68
"
"
"
" material,
52
"
"
"
" repairs,
64
"
"
"
" team work, including city - teams,
1,138
" laborers,
4,096

00
50
89
33
93
35
50
37
00
81
11
20
$7,143 99

State of Maine.
Paid State Pensions,

$90 00

SCHOOLS.
SCHOOL DISTRICT N o .

1.

Grammar Schools.
Paid
"
"
"

L. O. Straw,
J. R. King,
Belle Baker,
Ella Baker,

$1,117
1,117
390
390

50
50
00
00

Intermediate Schools.
Paid L. A . Deering,
" Addie Small and others,

365 63
365 62
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Primary Schools.
Paid
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

L. A. Rumery,
A. E. Atkins and E. Emery,
S. C. Field,
M. E. Jordan,
Fanny H. Chase,
Annie M. Patterson,
L. E. Gowdy,
May Andrews,

341 25
341 25
, 3 4 1 25
341 25
341 25
341 25
341 25
341 25

Mixed Schools.
Paid E. R. Wescott,
" Eva A. Came,
" A. L. Fogg,

100 00
125 00
40 00
$6,741 25

Paid for
"
" "
" "
" "
"
"
"
"
" "
"
"
"

numbering scholars,
maps,
books and stationery,
care of school houses,
washing "
rooms,
repairs Buxton road house,
general repairs,
fuel,
repairs and stoves, &c.,
Agents' services,

20 50
19 70
190 11
360 75
51 00
80 93
164 66
369 27
46 63
1C0 00
$1,403 55

*

$8,144 80
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS.
Paid No.
11
tt
a
it

t.

u
u
u
(6
((

U
a
((

u

2, salaries,
" repairs and supplies,
g
.i
it
" salaries,
4,
"
" repairs and supplies,
5,
"
"
"
" salaries,
6,
"
" repairs and supplies,
7,
"
"
"
" salaries,
8,
"
" repairs and supplies,
9,
"
"
"
u salaries,

$550
5
54
250
306
67
20
, 220
' 207
28
1
52
332
69
14
183

00
50
62
75
10
36
75
00
75
50
00
00
50
04
00
43
$2,363 30

Taxes—County.
Paid balance of tax for 1875,
" part
" " " 1876,

$1,959 02
1,600 00
$ 3 , 5 5 9 02

Taxes—State.
Paid tax of 1875,
Total expenditures,

$12,478 99
$104,659 67
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RECAPITULATION.

Cash on hand, Feb. 1, 1876,
Receipts for 1876,

$870 17
104,980 97
$105,851 14
104,659 67

Expenditures for 1876,
Balance in hands of Treasurer,

$1,191 47

APPENDIX.
City teams earned for the year,
Expenses of men and teams,

$2,337 22
2,039 37

Balance in favor of city teams,

$297 85

REAL A N D PERSONAL PROPERTY OF THE CITY.
City building and lot,
$20,000 00
City farm,
10,000 00
City prison and lot,
7,000 00
Engine house and lot,
4,000 00
City stable,,
'
600 00
Pest house,
250 00
Wood lot, part of No. 6 of the great lot,
300 00
Wilkinson gravel pit,
250 00
$42,400 00
Clock and bell,
Stock and supplies on farm,
Horses, harnesses, carts, &c.,
Stoeam fire engines and apparatus,
Hook & ladder carriage and apparatus,
Furnishings in Municipal court room,
"
" Supreme
"
"
"
" City Marshal's office,

$1,500
1,698
1,900
9,000
450
100
800
25

00
67
00
00
00
00
00
00

15,473 67
$57,873

67

R EP O E T
OF THE

OVERSEERS OF THE POOR.

T o THE HON. MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL :

The Overseers of the Poor for the year ending January 31,
1877, would respectfully submit the following report:
It was apparent, at the commencement of the year, that the
draft on the fuuds for the support of the poor would be unusually'
large, owing to the general stagnation of business, and the large
number of unemployed men and women who were dependent upon their daily labor for support.
We hoped, however, that on
the approach of warm weather business would revive, and many
who were receiving aid would be able to support themselves. In
this we have, to a certain extent, been disappointed.
With us,
as with almost all manufacturing places, there is an influx of foreigners seeking employment, many of whom, when they arrive
here, are so poor that if they do not succeed in getting immediate employment, they are obliged to call on the city for aid.
This, we conceive, is all wrong, and yet, as the law now is, it
cannot be avoided. We believe a law should be placed upon our
statutes making State paupers of all persons unable to support
themselves, having no legal settlement in the State nor in the
United States ; and every city and town in our State that is burdened with such people, should unite in bringing about such a
result. Such a law would reduce the pauper expenses of our city
nearly, if not quite, one-half.
Unlike most of our native poor,
the foreigners seem to have no manly pride about them in regard
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to becoming paupers, but some of them do not hesitate to use all
manner of deception in order to get help.
Of course we are on
the lookout for such ones, but still we get taken in sometimes.
There is another class of paupers who by nature and education
are inactive and wjthout ambition, and have no power over circumstances in a time of emergency.
They live from hand to
mouth when they have work, and when that stops they have no
other resource than to c i l l on the city.
Such ones deserve our
sympathy, for their faculties do not rise above their misfortune.
If some plan could be devised whereby such persons could be set
to work when idle it would be one step towards reform in our
pauper economy. Considerable sickness has prevailed among the
poor the past year.
This has been attended with extra expense
in paying nurses and other attendant expenses.
Owing to the
extreme cold weather during the fall and winter the article of
fuel has entered largelj' into the poor expenses. We have given
aid to 81 families during the year, an increase of 19 over last
year. It will be seen by our exhibit that the expenses for the
support of the poor have been considerably in excess of the appropriation, but under the circumstances this could not be avoided. We have endeavored to do our duty both to the city and to
the poor.
In our report of last year we said in behalf of the reform movement, "that, so far as our observation goes, with a few exceptions, intemperance has not directly contributed to the increase
of pauperism in our city the past year."
We are happy to say
that we can indorse the above quotation as applicable to the past
year.
The city farm is still under the superintendence* of Mr. and
Mrs. Billings, who continue to give good satisfaction, both in the
management of the farm and in caring for the inmates.
Since the farm has become the property of the city, from 3000
to 5000 loads of gravel have been taken from the farm and placed
upon the streets of the city, for which no credit has been given
to the Pauper account.
During this time the Highway account
have charged to the Pauper account from 6150 to 200 for hauling
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wood to the poor.
While this does not atfect the Treasury, it
does affect the appropiation for the poor; and it seems to us that
if the Pauper account is to be charged by the Highway account
for hauling wood to the poor, the Highway account should be
charged with all gravel hauled from the farm in favor of the Pauper account.
( A better way, however, would be to make no
charge either way).
We would call your attention to the remarks made in our last year's Report, with regard to more pasturing for the farm.
The following exhibit shows the expenditures and receiptB
connected with the Poor account for the year ending January 81,
1877:

CITY

FARM.

Expenditures.
For stock, labor and supplies,
Salary of Nathaniel Billings, one year,

$789 41
450 00
$1,239 41

Receipts.
For sale of stock and produce,

332 81

Excess of expenditures over receipts,
Net expense of farm, $906 60.

SUPPORT OF POOR OFF F R O M

$906 60

FARM.

Expenditures.
For support and expenditures,

$3,330 24
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Receipts.
From
"
"
"
"

cash refunded by paupers,
town of Freeport,
city of Biddeford,
town of Deer Isle,
" Lyman,
"
" Penobscot,
"
" Kennebunk,

$21
119
17
15
10
114
59

71
75
67
50
00
17
33
358 13

Excess of expenditures over receipts,
Net expense away from farm, $2,972 11.

GENERAL EXPENSE

$2,972 11

ACCOUNT.

Expenditures.
Total expense of city farm,
away from farm,

$1,239 41
3,330 24
$4,569 65

Receipts.
Total receipts from city farm,
"
"
away from farm,

$332 81
358 13
690 94

Excess of expenditures over receipts,
$3,878 71
Net expense for support of poor, $3,878 71.
Average number of paupers on farm, during the year, 16.
Overdrawn, $878 71.
Annexed we present an inventory of stock and produce on
farm, Feb. 1, 1877.
F. A . BOOTHBY, ) Overseers
PAUL C. SANDS, \
of
JOHN J A M E S O N , )
Poor.
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STOCK A N D PRODUCE ON CITY F A R M , FEB. 1, 1877.
20 tons of hay at $15,
1 yoke of oxen,
6 cows at $45,
1 bull,
1 horse,
2 yearlings,
5 swine at $20,
2 1-2 bbls. of beef at $14,
7 bbls. of pork at $25,
125 bash, potatoes at 60 c..
3 l>bls. soap at $3,
Vegetables,
15 gals, molasses,
90 lbs. of butter at 30 c.,
40 lbs. of tallow at 10 c.,
2-3 bill, of mackerel,
Flour,
11 bush, beans at $2.50,
20 bush, barley at 70 c..
100 bush, corn at $1.00,
1 pung,
1 wagon.
1 mowing machine,
Farming tools,
1 1-2 ton coal,

$300 00
120 00
270 00
20 00
50 00
20 00
100 00
35 00
175 00
To 00
9 00
10 (10
8 00
27 00
4 00
6 00
6 00
27 50
14 00
100 00
30 00
75 00
70 00'
125 00
10 50
$1,698 67

R E P O R T
or

CITY

MARSHAL.

CITY MARSHAL'S OFFICE, J a n u a r y 3 1 , 1 8 7 7 .
T o THE HON. MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF SACO :

GENTLEMEN :—In offering my report for the municipal year,
ending Jan. 31st, 1877. allow ine to say that it gives me great
pleasure to report that the year has been one of unusual order
and quietness, attributable, as you all must be well aware, to the
almost entire absence of intoxicating liquors in our city.
Arrests have been made as follows:
For intoxication,
" assault and battery,
" larceny,
" vagrancy,
" offering forged tickets,
" cruelty to animals,
" passing counterfeit money,

19
2
3
1
1
1
2

There have been admitted to our jail as vagrants during the
year, 378 persons ; 56 meals furnished to vagrants.
For the expenses of the Police Department, I respectfully refer
you to Auditor's Report. Yours respectfully,
ALBION SANDS, City Marshal

R E P O R T
OF

THE

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS.

T o THE HON. MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL :

The Joint Standing Committee on Accounts, to whom was referred the statement of the accounts of the City Treasurer for the
financial year ending January 31st, 1877, respectful!}- submit
the following report:
They have examined the Treasurer's accounts, compared the
several items with the entries in his books, and find them properly vouched and correctly stated.

}

SAMUEL L. LORD,
Committee
NATH'L F. LORD,
on
OREN F. CARPENTER, ) Accounte.
Saco, March 5, 1877.

R E P O R T
or

CITY

PHYSICIAN.

T o THE MAYOK AND CITY COUNCIL .

The undersigned submits the following report :
There has been comparatively little sickness among the dependent poor during the last year.
What there has been consisted of chronic troubles of different natures, together with some
few rheumatic cases of a mild type.
The only death occurring
was that of Rosanna Radcliff, who committed suicide June 30, at
the farm.
The location and general surroundings of our city farm, together with the excellent care received at the hands of the efficient matron now in charge, is a good guarantee of health to
tho9e receiving its benefits.
Respectfully submitted,
J. P. GRANT, City Physician.

REPORT
OF

BOARD

OF

HEALTH.

T o THE CITY COUNCIL :

GENTLEMEN :—The Board of Health for the municipal year A.
D. 1876, beg leave to report that they have been called during
the past year to visit several localities which were complained ol
as demanding their attention.
Early in the year our attention
was called to the stream crossing Storer street, near the house
and premises formerly occupied by the late Dr. A. Brooks, which
was referred to in a former report, and against which the same
complaint was made that has been many times before.
We are
pleased to say that a passage has been constructed within the
past year, which must to some extent, if not entirely, remedy the
evil.
We would recommend that something, at least, be done every
year by way of under drainage of our streets, as we consider this
one ot the greatest safeguards against disease, which is caused
to a great extent by exposure of animal substances and matter
upon the face of the earth.
J. E. L. KIMBALL, \ Board
R. G. DENNETT,
V of
F. W . GUPTILL,
j Health.
Saco, Feb. 5, 1877.

R E P O R T
OF

CITY

SOLICITOR.

T o THE HON. CITY COUNCIL :

It is deemed necessary' that the City Solicitor, annually, at the
close of each municipal year, should l ender to the City Council
a report of the condition of the business pertaining to that office.
The past year, unlike some prior thereto, has not been distinguished by exemption from litigation—nevertheless, it would
seem that some advance has been made toward the end of contests. which are always vexatious, unpleasant and annoying.
At the date of my last report there was pending in the Supreme
•ludicial Court an action brought by one Abram C. Haines against
the city to recover tor board alleged to have been furnished an
alleged pauper.
After consultation with the Overseers of the
Poor it was deemed advisable to adjust the matter by paying a
small sum, which the plaintiff offered to accept, and the claim
has been adjusted upon that basis.
The action of William H. Deering against the city was referred,
and report made by the referees in favor of the plaintiff at the
last September term of Court.
Objections to the report were
filed under the provisions of the statute, and also exceptions,
and the case goes to the Law Court.
The action of Frank C. Allen against the city was entered at
the last May term of Court and is brought to recover alleged damages claimed to have been sustained by being thrown over the
embankment nearly opposite the freight depot of the Boston and
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Maine Railroad-—the locality of the accident being entirely upon
land purchased long prior to the occurrence of the same, of the
Saco Savings Institution, by said Railroad, and at the time occupied and held by said railroad. The case is reported for the Law
Court.
The action of John E. Moore against Obadiah Durgin for an
alleged trespass while said Durgin was acting as City Marshal,
was tried at the last term of Supreme Judicial Court, and resulted in a verdict adverse to the defendant.
A motion for a new
trial and exceptions have been filed.
There are now pending before the Court of County Commissioners several petitions for increased damages, by parlies owning land over which the street passes through what is called the
"Grove," at Old Orchard. Charles E. Gorham having been
awarded five hundred dollars claims more, E. C. Staples and Luther Bryant also claim damages.
By an order passed the Board of Aldermen the Solicitor was
directed to commence suit upon the bonds of inn-holders and
keepers of bowling alleys and billiard halls, &c.
In compliance
with such directions a suit was commenced and entered at the
last term of Court upon the bond of C. E. Gorham, et als., which
case is continued to the next term.
Nothing further occurs of which it is thought necessary to give
information to the Council, the citizens of the city, or my worthy
successor in office, relating to legal matters.
F. W . GUPTILL, City Solicitor.
Saco, February 5, 1877.

R E P O R T
OF

Chief Engineer of the Fire Department,

T o THE HON. MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL :

GENTLEMEN :—I herewith present to your honorable body my
fifth annual report as Chief Engineer of the Fire Department:
The principal part of interest to be presented is a list of the
fires for the past year, ending Jan. 31, 1877. While the number
of fires and alarms have exceeded any previous year under the
present organization, I have the satisfaction of stating that of
this number there has been no serious conflagration, and but
comparatively small loss.
In closing, I have the pleasure of saying, that for good order,
discipline and efficiency, the Department is in excellent condition.
Respectfully submitted,
AUGUSTUS

LORD.
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Fires and Alarms from February 1st, 1876 to February 1st, 1877.
No.
1
•2
3
4
5
0
i
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
It)
17
18
IH
20
21
•22
23
24
25
20
27
•28
2<>
3U
31
32
33
31
35
3(i
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
41
15
40
47

Date.

Feb'y
44
41
44
March
44

Owners or

Occupants.

3. Brick Church,
5, Hiram Worinwell Dwelling,
7, Summer St.,
8, False alarm,
1, Main S t ,
7, Frederick Day house,
False alarm,
il
II
s!
13, Laconia Corporation,
False
alarm,
U,
April 1, S. H. Milliken's Store,
17, , Franklin St.,
20, Gooch Island,
May
2, Airs. J. Gilpatrick,
0, Elm St.,
44
IS, Cor. Main and smith St.-..,
30, J. H. (iowen ho se,
June
1, Alfred S t ,
14, Green St.,
24, False alarm,
1,
July
August
6, Ruins of Wallace Bros'.Tannery,
44
Frederick Day House,
0.
41
8, l'ike St.,
1
s, Main S t ,
1 l. Ferry House Stable,
19, Fire in the Woods,
"
21. False alarm,
Sept.
5, Pike St.,
44
5, Yates & Shaw's Ice House,
44
7, Kennebunk Road,
44
Elm St.,
>3,
44
10,
Ruins of Wallace Bros'.Tannery,
44
17, False alarm,
25, Boarding House,
Oct.
17, Joseph Hardy's Stable,
4
30. False alarm,
Nov.
2, Cyrus Cleaves' House & Barn,
44
7, Car at Boston & Maine Depot,
41
27, Geo. Whitten's Barn,
Dec.
8, Stone St.,
44
13, Granite St.,
44
16, Chimney Burning,
44
i
26, 11. F. C. Hartley's Stable.
Jan'y >4, Gooch Island.
28, Alfred St.,
29, False alarm,

•

-

Location.

Losses.

lru.

Alfred St., Bid.
Old Orchard,
no al'm soun'ii
Biddeford,
saco,
Biddeford.
c.Ma S &T.Av. slight.
Biddeford,
Saco,
Biddeford,
Saco,
Out of limits,
'2,000
1,700
Biddeford,
storer St.,
Biddeford,

Slight. !

The Point,
Biddeford,

Market St.,
c.Ma.S.&T.Av.
Biddeford,
Out of limits,
Bradley St.,
Saco,
Biddeford,

Market St ,
Saco,
O. Orchard, o.l.
Water St.,
Saco,
Boom Rd., o. 1.
Biddeford,
County Road,
Biddeford,
Free St ,
Main St.,
Biddeford,

Slight.
1,500

jiw

7,000
1,800

4,600
700

5,000

3,500

800

not
known.

200

$18,101

$11,400

R E P O R T

T o THE HON. MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL :

"The swift revolving year" has brought us to the time when it
becomes our duty, as Superintending School Coininitte, to make
our annual report.
During the same time, the schools have revolved in their orbits with varied success. In most cases, commendable progress has been made ; in a few, obstacles have arisen in the way of securing the highest attainments desirable. We
have more than a thousand of our children in school, whose usefulness and weal or woe depend on their present training, and
shall we not provide them with suitable accommodations and
facilities for the attainment of the best preparation possible .'or
their future work and welfare ? and shall we be so unmindful of the
future condition of our city as to coop up our children—its future
citizens—in dark, damp, ill-ventilated rooms, like cattle? Go
into one of our schools where some eighty scholars—the hope of
fond parents—are crammed together on hard benches, and in
some eases without desks, for one teacher to instruct, though
enough for two, and can you for a moment expect that justice
can be done them or their parents?—that the health of the children can be preserved and the education demanded be given
them? If you do you are expecting too much. The fact is, we
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cannot afford to pursue such policy-. There is too much waste of
material.
We can afford to be ju.it to the rising generation, as
it is for our best interests to be.
G R A D E D SCHOOLS.
Our graded schools are all located in District No. 1. We have
eight Primary of two grades, two Intermediate, and two double
Grammar schools, besides the High school. To the last, all who
are prepared to leave the Grammar schools are admitted; and
also it is free to all in the city of like preparation, who wish to
avail themselves of its advantages.
Some of these schools are altogether too full. The lower Pri •
maries are more than full during the warm season, but in the
winter there is a falling off, so that they can get along comfortably, but in the summer and fall it would be better to have anothei
school.
The greatest pressure, however, comes upon the Intermediate
schools. We have really needed another school of this grade for
the two years past. We have suffered for the want of it. We
have had all this time more than scholars enough to make thrtt
schools. Indeed, we might have had four Intermediate schoolB
of between thirty and forty scholars each, which number is
sufficient for one teacher.
But instead of this, about one hundred and sixty scholars have been crowded into two schools, under the care of two teachers, rendering it impossible for them to
do justice to their scholars, and making their work too hard for
their health, or for their pay. But the worst of it is, it is an imposition upon the scholars, and also upon their parents, who pay
taxes and claim suitable schools for their children.
These schools have been for several years under the care of
good teachers, who have done well, and are worthy of our commendation.
The health of one of them failing, last spring* a
male teacher was employed to finish out the year; and not being
able to return in the fall as she hoped, another male teacher was
engaged to take charge of the school.
The teacher of the higher Primary school on Middle street was
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also obliged to leave her school last spring, and a substitute
was employed the remainder of the year. We are glad to say,
however, that she was able to return in the fall.
This school is on the same floor with the Intermediate school,
where the teacher's health failed; and if, as we are informed,
there is always standing water underneath, had it not probably
something to do with the health of these teachers ? If so, is it not
also unhealthy for more than a hundred children who are domiciled on these floors by day for the greater part of the year; and
ought it not to be a sufficient reason for draining it immediately,
pr else for indicting it as a common nuisance? We will also ask
if the Spring street school house does not deserve to be indicted
at the same time, unless the nuisance there existing is abated?
One of our higher Primary schools has been kept for a year
and a half under the City Hall, where a majority of our citizens
would be unwilling to send their children permanently, and yet
when is our temporary arrangement to come to an end ? Are we
doing right?
The teachers of these graded schools, except those already
mentioned, are the same as last year, and thej- are doing a good
work, using for the benefit of the schools their accumulate experience.
The great obstacles to the successful progress of our schools
are the irregularity of attendance and the want of interest on the
part, not only of the scholars, but also of the parents. Scholars
are tardy and absent much more than is necessary.
A little attention and care on the part of both scholars and parents in this
matter would improve our schools very much. How parents can
expect their children to keep along with their classes and remain
out of school half the time, or be habitually tardy, is a mystery
which cannot be explained, only on the ground that they neither
think nor care anything about it. They will write, "Please excuse," when there is no good excuse, and petulantly say, " I
can't stop," when asked to do that, as if the education and wellbeing of their children was a minor consideration. Such scholars
should expect nothing else but to be put into lower classes,
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and their parents should find no fault with it.
They cannotbe permitted to monopolize the time of their teachers when present, or to impede the classes to which they belong. Parents
should see that their children attend school constantly and punctually, unless sickness or some other good reason prevents, and
even then they cannot expect them to keep up with their classes.
HIGH

SCHOOL.

There are reasons why we should be proud of this school, and
so much interested in it as to do all we can to facilitate and increase the means of its usefulness.
It is a source of shame,
however, that we have no better accommodations for it. During
the year we have had 120 different scholars ; and during the last
term we have had 94, the largest number we have ever had at
one time. These are the flowers of so many families—the hopes
of so many parents—the material for so many citizens, that there
should be a popular sentiment created in its favor, if it does not
now exist, that shall add to its resources and facilities for giving
to these young ladies and gentlemen as high culture, thorough
discipline and sj-mmetrical preparation for the work of future life
as possible. Here they may obtain a good classical, mathematical and literary education, if the advantages are rightfully and
faithfully improved, which would qualify them to fill with honor
almost any position to which they may be called in after life.
This is what it is designed to do, and what it would do, if it
had the sympathy, support and co-operation of all who ought to
be interested, and if the student had the high aims and the cloBe
and persevering application indispensable to success.
We are to furnish the means and opportunities for making intelligent men and women.
This it is our duty to do, but the
making depends so largely upon the persons themselves that
without their-honest and earnest aim and work, the desirable result cannot be attained.
With these, and the faithful labors of
able teachers, there is hope for all.
In view of these facts, who can think it best to overthrow the
High school, and to cast all these scholars adrift upon society
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without any further education than what they could obtain in the
streets, which is a very expensive kind? This must be the result,
except with a small proportion, who could go elsewhere to school,
unless we convert the Grammar schools into High schools. This
would create the necessity of establishing another Grammar
school and of giving to the three a course of some eight years,
with a mixture of Grammar and High school studies, which
would be virtually having three High schools instead of one.
This would destroy the advantages of the present graded system, which course no good educators would for a moment approve. Instead of this, we should make our High school what it
ought to be in every way possible, giving it a suitable place in
which to do its appropriate work, and encouraging it therein, and
leave the Grammar schools, which now have all that they can
well perform, to do their own work.
M I X E D SCHOOLS.
We have three mixed schools in District No. 1, on Boom, Buxton and Portland roads. The first had only a short summer
school, and the others, a school in the summer and fall. These
schools are very small and hardly pay for running, and were it
not for a few small scholars, who cannot come into the graded
schools on account of the distance, it would be better to suspend
them altogether, as so many of the scholars within their limits
wish to go through the regular couwse of the graded schools, and
aVe unwilling to leave them for a short time to attend these
schools.
The eight districts outside of No. 1 have summer and winter
schools, the former taught by female teachers and the latter by
male. Some of these schools in the summer are divided by several weeks recess for haying, which is a bad arrangement when
the whole school is only about three months. The children lose
more than the parents gain by it.
These schools are generally small, though some are increasing
in numbers, among which we will mention Old Orchard in particular. They have been as fortunate in the selection of teachers,
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and have been full as successful in their studies, as usual. There
have been more teachers of experience than last year, and experience is worth something, so that on the whole, we doubt not,
they will stand above the average, though most of them are still
in session, or are about closing, and it is a little too early to
judge accurately in regard to the winter schools.
SCHOOL HOUSES.
The mixed schools are very well provided with houses. They
are generally commodious and comfortable, with room enough
and to spare ; but in the graded schools it is not so—we lack
room. As we have already said, we sadly need room for another
Intermediate school, and have for two years. No teacher can do
justice to 80 scholars. One of these schools registered this last
term 82 scholars ; the other not quite so many.
A better place should be provided for the school put temporarily under the City Hall, and a better place is demanded for the
High school, which registered for the last term 94 scholars. It
has not room to do its work well.
If this school was provided
for as it ought to be, then the Intermediate and Primary schools
would have room for the present.
As is known to this body, the most economical proposition to
build a house that could well be devised was made, a plan and
specifications were presented which received the direct approval
of the Board of Aldermen, and at least two-thirds of the Common Council; but when the vote on raising the money came,»ip
the absence of one who said he would have voted for it had he
been present, it failed by one vote of having two-thirds majority
of the whole body, which your regulations require; but with the
idea that two-thirds of those present was sufficient, it was declared a vote, and the house adjourned.
Afterwards, notwithstanding the provision made for such cases, it was suffered to go
by default, to the great detriment of the schools.
Now we do not know but this is in some way for the best, yet
we cannot see it. We consider it bad policy to deprive our children of the best means of education which we can give them. It
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is worse than to rob them of estate, or to be robbed ourselves ; for
with their education it is now or never, and they are our presumed
successors and future representatives, who are to honor or dishonor our names when we are gone. The more deserving of honor we can make them, the more we honor ourselves and the better
legacy we shall leave them. The worthier citizens they become,
the better remuneration society' will receive for its expenditure.
We hope, if no better arrangement can be made, that the house
will be built in due time. Indeed, it must be sooner or later,
and it can never be done more economically than now.
If it is
provided for in the annual appropriations it may soon be built.
We need it now, notwithstanding there are so many empty tenements. What shall we do when business revives, and all these
tenements are filled ? We do not, however, recommend it on account of future contingencies, but on account of present necessities. Money is now being wasted, and our children are suffering
for want of the privileges which our recommendation would secure.
We know that you generally feel very much about this matter
as we do.
We assure you that your committee have no "axes
to grihd," but we are familiar with the disadvantages under
which our schools are laboring.
We know what your children
and ours are losing on account of them, and it becomes our duty
to report the facts, and to use our influence to secure a remedy ;
otherwise, we have no more interest in the matter than you have,
or any other citizens who desire the prosperity of the city.
T E X T BOOKS.
In regard to text books and school apparatus, we have virtually
to repeat the report of last year, with one or two exceptions. A
change in Geographies has for a long time been sadly needed,
as the committee and the teachers have felt, but we hardly knew
how to remedy it. At the commencement of the school year
large classes were under the necessity of buying new books, the
retail price of which was $1.50.
A new and better book could
be obtained at the introductory price, $1.00, and exchanged at
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half price, so that a gradual introduction, for which the committee voted, seemed not only feasible but economical. It was also,
with a small question book, designed to take the place of the
Primary book, for which arrangements were made to exchange,
and thereby save to the s?holar the expense of one Geography.
None were required to make the change at once unless they
wished to, but all who would have been obliged to buy within a
year if there had been no change, found it for their interest to
buy or to exchange old books for new, and save, as there were
more than 150 such, at least $50.
Another thing we are glad to notice, that the agents have put
into the Higher Primary schools some wall maps.
The same
thing ought to be done for the Intermediate schools, accompanied by globes.
A good clock has been placed in the High school room by one
of the committee, with the expectation that others would be supplied by the agents.
This is not only an ornament but a great
convenience, which the other schools ought to have to secure
promptness, both on the part of teachers and scholars.
There are other improvements which would add very much to
the utility of our schools. There should be books of reference in
all our school rooms, especially dictionaries. In the High school
room, and in each of the higher Grammar school rooms, is a large
copy, which we notice is ver, often consulted.
Let a copy be
placed in each of the other Grammar school rooms, and in each
of the Intermediate schools.
It would be a profitable investment.
CONCLUSION.
In conclusion, we wish again to call attention to the irregularity of attendance and tardiness in many of our schools. Tardiness, in some cases, has become such a nuisance that it is found
necessary to adopt some stringent regulations to suppress
it. Absences are no less deplorable. In either case we feel that
those parents who, write "Please excuse," when there is no valid
excuse, are assuming a fearful responsibility, which inflicts a
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gross injury, not only upon their children, who understand the
hollowness of these excuses, but also upon the schools with which
they are connected. Many parents seem to think all that is necessary is to have their children connected with some school where
they may go occasionally when they have nothing else to do ; but
they cannot reasonably expect them to keep np with their classes. They might as well not go at all.
In such cases, and in any other, where the scholars do not
keep up with their classes, if, in the judgment of their teachers
they cannot do it, and, by making up what they have lost, profitably remain there, their teachers are authorized and required by
the committee to put them back into lower classes, and if the
scholars are dissatisfied they can go before the committee and be
examined in what is demanded of their classes, and the committee will either re-instate them or confirm the action of their teachers, according to the merit of their examinations.
In order to prevent all unnecessary- tardiness, teachers are authorized to lock the doors of their school rooms at the commencement of their exercises, morning and afternoon, and keep them
closed ten minutes ; and any scholar who comes in after that is
•required to give a valid and satisfactory excuse to the teacher,
and if either tardy or absent three times in the same week without such excuse, he forfeits his standing in the school, and must
be re-admitted before he can go on.
•
Being satisfied that it is a far greater injury to the health of a
scholar under five years of age, and to the rest of the school, for
him to be confined to our crowded schools of the lowest grade,
than it is benefit to the scholar, we therefore respectfully ask our
city government whether it would not be advisable to pass an
order making Jive years of age the limit of admission to our Primary schools. This is what other cities have already done, onlysome hHve made it six years instead of five, and it is what we
believe to be for the best interests of the scholars.
The general course of study in our graded schools, as published last year, is so arranged as to give each class its appropriate work. It is thus known to all what they are required to do.
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The need of another assistant in the school is very pressing.
One person has been obliged to recite Greek an hour after school
for six months; another, living at a great distance, has withdrawn his membership, because he could not remain so late each
afternoon. William L. Simpson, a medical student, during thq
temporary absence of Miss Chadwick in the Fall term, assisted
me in a very acceptable way.
One of the gratifying events of the year was the appearance of
new and comfortable seats of the most approved pattern, ordered
by the agents for Miss Chadwick's room. No less gratifying was
an ample supply of chemicals and chemical apparatus, kindly
provided by the same officials.
The metric system can now be
easily illustrated and taught with the help of our metre, litre,
and new balance with French weights.
Near the close of this municipal year a written examination of
the school was held, to render the classification more nearly perfect.
Good results were reached, and it is believed that semiannual written examinations, similar to the last, will be a benefit.
With many thanks, gentlemen, for your attention and consideration, I remain, respectfully yours,
B. REDFORD MELCHER.
Saco, Feb. 7, 1877.

LIST OF HIGH SCHOOL T E X T BOOKS.
Algebra, Eaton's Elementary ; Arithmetic, Wentworth's Problems ; Astronomy, Steele; Botany, Wood's Object Lessons;
Chemistry, Steele's New; Drawing, Smith and Kruesi; English
Literature, Shaw's Smaller History o f ; French, Otto's Grammar, Collot's Dramatic Reader; Geology, Steele; Geometry,
Greenleaf's Shorter Course; German—Grammar, Woodbury's
Complete Course ; Readings, Taugenichts, Wilhelm Tell; Greek,
Hadley's Grammar, Crosby's Xenophon's Anabasis, Owen's Homer's Iliad; Greek Prose Composition, Jones ; History, Outlines
of General, Swinton ; Latin—Grammar, Harkness ; Caesar,.Cicero, Sallust, Virgil, Allen and Greenough ; Latin Prose Composi-
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tion, Harkness: Mythology, Bullfinch's Age of Fable; Natural
History, Hooker; Natural Philosophy, Norton; Oliver Goldsmith, Rolfe ; Practical Composition, Swinton ; Rhetoric, Quackenbos; Shakespeare, Hudson and Rolfe; Physiology, Steele;
Trigonometry and Surveying, Loomis.
In lectures. Botanical Geography, English Language, Mineralogy, Science of Government, Zo-ological Geography.

The Several Courses of Study in Saco High School.
REGULAR COURSE.

|

ENGLISH COURSE.

COLLEGE COURSE.

Latin Grammar and
Reader.
Algebra, English Language.
Natural History.

Philosophy.
Latin Grammar
and
Algebra, Science of GovReader.
ernment.
Algebra, Latin Prose.
Natural History.
Natural History.

Latin Grammar, Caesar.
Algebra, English Language.
Natural History.

Philosophy.
Algebra,
Government
of Maine.
Natural History, English Language.

Philosophy.
Geometry.
Cicero, Science of Government.

English Literature.
Geometry, School Composition.
Physiology, Eng. Language.

Philosophy.
Geometry, Maine Government.
Cicero and Virgil.

Botany and Mineralogy.
Geometry.
Chemistry.

Latin Grammar, Caesar.
Algebra, Latin Prose.
Natural History.

Physiology, Trigonometry.
French Grammar and
Reader.
Virgil.

Greek Grammar, Anabasis.
Geometry, Cicero.
Philosophy.

Botany, Mineralogy.
French Translations.
Virgil, Sallust, Latin
Prose.

Anabasis, Greek Prose.
Philosophy, Geometry.
Cicero ana Virgil, Latin Prose.

General History, German.
Rhetoric, English Literature.
Shakespeare's Plays.

General History, Rhetoric.
Trigonometry.
English Literature.

Greek Prose, Anabasis,
Rhetoric, Hist, of Rome
and Greece.
Virgil.

Geology, Botany.
Chemistry, German.
Astronomy, Arithmetic.

Geology, Botany.
Astronomy.
Chemistry, Arithmetic.

Homer's Iliad and Anabasis.
Virgil and Sallust.
Greek Prose, Arithmetic.

Drawing by all the scholars except those in the College Course.
Compositions
and rhetorical exercises by a l l ; written translations f r o m the languages; general
review at the close o f the year.
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S T A T I S T I C S F O R T H E Y E A R E N D I N G FEB. 1,1877.
FIRST TKRM. SVONU Ih.

Free High.
Common.
Grammar.
Middle St.,
Spring St.,
Intermediate.
Middle St.,
Green St.,
1st Primary.
Middle S t ,

Average.

SCHOOLS.

Registered.

OF

Average.

LOCATION

NAMES

Registered.

G R A D E AND

af
5'

74

66

94

82

40

L. O. Straw,
Ella Baker,
J . R. King,
Isabel fiaker,

50
52
45
51

41
43
36
40

46
63
55
57

43
50
42
47

40
40
40
40

Addie Small,
VVm. Benson,
A. L. Bailey,
L. A . Deer'ing,

74
08

64
58

79

62

82
77

70
62

10
8
21
40

OF
TEACHERS.

B. R . Melcher,
L. M. Chadwick,

1307

sl

A . E. Atkins,
E. Emery,
L . A . Rumery,
A . M. Patterson,
S . C . Fields,

45
39
50
42

38
32
44
34

34

28

City Hall,
Spring St.,
Green S.,

40
48
34

31
37
26

21
18
40
40
40

2nd Primary.
Middle St.,
Common,
Spring St.,
Green St.,

F. H. Chase,
L. E. Gowdy,
M. Andrews,
M. E. Jordan,

67
74
69
59

49
50
46
48

68
53
57
56

50
35
34
40

40
40
40
46

E. R. Wescott,
E. A . Came,
A.L.Fogg,
L. L. Perkins,
H. B. Stuart,
K. Boothby,
Chas. F. Johnson,
M. G. Smith,
J. B. Merrill,
L . A. Milliken,
I. W . Milliken,
E A . Slemmons,
A . S. McKenney,
E. Elden,
R. Simpson,
K. Boothby,
J. A . Plaisted,
S. J . Scamman,
J. W . Small,

15
21
13
37

14
14
10
29

13
16

10
15

46

39

41

29

32

21

38

29

17

12

25

20

22

17

16

14

28

22

36

31

20
20
8
16
16
19
16
17
16
12
13
12
13
8
14
12
14
16
10

Mixed.
Buxton Road,
Portland "
Boom
"
Ferry,
Old Orchard,
Dyer,
Sawyer,
Nonsuch,
Loudon,
Parcher,
Sandy B r ' t ,

21

15

30

24

22

17

41

34

27

22

EXTRACTS FROM CITY ORDINANCES.

ORDINANCE NO. 8 .

SECTION 1. It shall be the duty of every officer, on knowledge
of the breach of any ordinance or laws, to report the same to the
Mayor, City Marshal or Solicitor, whose duty it shall be to see
that all fines and forfeitures are collected, and all offenders prosecuted.
AN AMENDMENT OF ORDINANCE NO. 15, RESPECTING TRUANT CHILDREN AND ABSENTEES FROM SCHOOL.

SECTION 1. Section two of city- ordinance number fifteen, is
hereby amended by striking out the word fifteen in the second
line of said section, and inserting in lieu thereof the word seventeen. Said section as amended, reads as follows, to wit:
SECT. 2. All children residing in said city, between the ages
of six and seventeen, being without any regular occupation and
growing lip in ignorance, shall, unless there be some sufficient
reason to the contrary, be required regularly to attend some public or private school or suitable institution of instruction.
AN ORDINANCE IN RELATION TO TIIE DEPOSIT OF ASHES AXI) REFUSE MATTER IN THE STREETS.

SECTION 1. No person shall put or place, or cause to be put
or placed in any street, lane, alley, or public place in the city
within the radius of three-fourths of a mile from the "City Hall
Building," any house-dirt, ashes, garbage, shreds, shavings,
filth, suds, offals, oyster shells, or other kinds of rubbish, except
in such place and in such manner as the Mayor and Aldermen
shall prescribe.
SECT. 2. Any person who shall throw or put, or cause to be
thrown or put, any snow or ice into any street, lane or alley in
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the city, shall cause the same to be broken up and spread evenly
over the surface of such street, lane or alley.
SECT. 3. Any person violating any of the provisions of this
ordinance shall be punished by a fine not exceeding ten dollar»
nor less than ore dollar, and shall pay the cost of prosecution,
and stand committed until the same be paid.
AN ORDINANCE TO

PREVENT THE

OBSTRUCTION OF THE CITY RES-

ERVOIRS.

SECTION 1. No person, under any circumstances, shall deposit
any materials or rubbish of any kind upon any city reservoir, so
as to interfere with or obstruct the convenient use of the same,
under a penalty- of not less than twenty dollars, nor exceeding
fifty dollars for each offence.
SECT. 2. If any such reservoir shall be so obstructed, the chief
engineer or the city marshal, shall at once cause the obstructions
to be removed at the expense of the person or persons making
such obstructions.
SECT. 3. If any person shall take any water for any purpose
whatever, from any reservoir belonging to the city, except for
the extinguishment of fires, or for the use of the fire department,
without first having obtained permission in writing from the
mayor, he shall pay for each offence not less than five and not
more than twenty dollars.
AN ORDINANCE

FOR

THE

PREVENTION

OF

CERTAIN ACTS IN THE

STREETS.

An ordinance amending ordinance No. 16, entitled "An Ordinance for the Prevention of Certain Acts in the Streets of the
City of Saco."
Be it ordained by the City Council of Saco, as
follows: Section 1—section first of City Ordinance No. 16, is
hereby amended, as follows : " N o r shall any person dig up the
ground or stones in any street or way of the city of Saco, between
the first day of October and the fifteenth day of April for the
purposes of drainage unless the Mayor and Aldermen deem it
necessary and grant permission therefor upon written application."
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AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE LAYING OF GAS PIPES.

An ordinance relating to the laying of gas pipes in the streets
of the city of Saco.
Be it ordained by the City Council of the
city of Saco, as follows : That the following restrictions in relation to the laying down and taking up of pipes and fixtures in
and through the streets of the city by the Saco and Biddeford
Gas Light Company, prescribed and established pursuant to the
provisions of Sections third and eighth of the charter of said
Company, approved Aug. 24, 1850:
SECTION 1. Said companv before making any excavation, obstruction or displacement in any street of the city for the purpose
of laying down, taking up, replacing or repairing any gas pipes
or fixtures, shall give notice in writing to the Commissioner of
Streets of Highway District No. 4 of said city, of their intention
so to do, specifying the street or streets, and the points of commencement and termination of their proposed works; and when
said work is completed they shall give notice thereof in writing
to said commissioner, who shall proceed immediately to examine
into the manner said work has been done, and if the same has
been done to his satisfaction, he shall certify the same to said
company.
SECT. 2. No street or sidewalk, or any part thereof, shall be
dug up or broken into, for the purpose of laying service pipe, or
setting lamp posts, between the first day of December and the
fifteenth day of April of each year, without the permission of the
Mayor and Aldermen, in writing, under a penalty of twenty dollars, and a further penalty of twenty dollars for each and every
day or part of a day, that the work is in progress. Nor shall the
streets, nor any part thereof, be dug up or broken into for the
laying of main pipes, between the first day of November and the
first day of May in each year, under a penalty of twenty dollars
for each offence, and a further penalty of twenty dollars for everyday or part of a day that the work shall be in progress, or the
streets remain broken as aforesaid. Nor shall any street or any
part thereof be dug up or broken into before the gas pipes are
prepared and placed in the vicinity ready to be laid down.
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SECT. 3. Said company shall be liable for all damages occasioned by the digging up and opening any street or obstructions
therein by said company, as follows, viz—For all or any such
works, done before the first day of November, they shall be liable
for all damages occasioned thereby-, for the space of sixty days
from and afler the approval certified as aforesaid by said commissioner, and for all or any such works done after saidfirstday
of November, they shall be so liable until the fifteenth day of
June next following, of each year.
SECT. 4. All trenches left open after dark, shall, by said company, be safely railed or fenced in, and be sufficiently lighted to
protect the public from damage or accident therefrom.
SECT. 5. Whenever any street, or any part thereof, is taken
up for the purposes aforesaid, said company shall perform the
work proposed to be clone, with all convenient dispatch, and as
soon as the same is done they shall repair such street and put the
same in as good condition as it was in before such taking up, and
shall cause all surplus earth, stones, materials and rubbish to be
immediately removed from the street; and whenever such street,
or any part thereof, or any pavement thereon, shall thereafter
and within the time specified in section two, settle or become out
of repair by reason of the works aforesaid, the said company
shall thoroughly and completely repair the same, to the satisfafr
tion of said commissioner of streets. In case said company refuse or neglect to repair the same, after one day's notice therefor
by said commissioner, he shall proceed to repair the same at the
expense of said company-.
SECT. 6. Whenever any of said pipes, in laying them down,
shall come in contact or interfere with any drain or sewer, said
pipes shall be laid under or over such drain or sewer, unless in
the opinion of the committee on sewers and drains, it shall be
necessary to change the direction of such drain or sewer, in which
case the same shall be done by said company under the direction
and to the satisfaction of said committee.
AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO CLEARING- SIDEWALKS.

SECTION 1.

The tenant or occupant of any store or shop bor-
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dering upon any sidewalk, shall, after the ceasing to fall of any
snow, if in the day time, within six hours, and if in the night
time, before one of the clock in the afternoon succeeding, cause
the same to be removed from such sidewalk. And this provision
shall be construed to extend to the removing of snow falling from
any roof lipon such sidewalk ; provided, no person shall be required to remove any snow on tin Sabbath day.
SECT. 2. Such tenant or occupant, whenever any ice shall have
formed upon the sidewalk bordering upon his store or shop, shall
cause the same to be removed, or to be covered or strewed with
sand, ashes or other substance in such manner as to render the
said sidiwalk easy and safe for foot-passengers, and every such
tenant or occupant neglecting or refusing to comply with the provisions of this ordinance, shall forfeit and pay not less than one
nor more than ten dollars for each and every day that he shall so
refuse or neglect.
SECT. 3. The Street Commissioner shall attend to the enforcing of the provisions of this oidinance ; and it shall also be his
duty, after the ceasing to fall of any snow, to cause the same to
be removed from the sidewalks bordering upon an}- unoccupied
store or any lot not occupied by a store or shop-situated in the
business part of Main street, and on Peppeiell square, at the expense of the owners thereof; and it shall also be his duty, as
soon as possible after the formation of ice upon sidewalks bordering upon such unoccupied lot, store or shop, to cause the same
to be removed or strewed with sand, or ashes or other substances,
so as to render them safe for foot passengers.
ORDINANCE NO. 1 3 .

SECTION 1. No owner or person having the care of any sheep,
swine, horses, mules, oxen, cows, or grazing animals, shall permit or suffer the same to go at large on any street, lane, alley,
common, square, or other public place within the city, under a
penalty of two dollars for each offense, to be recovered by complaint before the municipal court of Saco.
All complaints for
violation of this section shall be made to the City Marshal, whose
duty it shall be to forthwith collect any fine incurred as aforesaid,
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and in default of payment to cause the owners of such animals
to be prosecuted therefor.
RULES

AND

REGULATIONS
NIGHT

TO

WATCH

BE

OBSERVED

OF T H E CITY OF

BY THE POLICE AND
SACO.

It shall be the duty of the City Marshal to enforce the following regulations:
The hours of duty of the Night-watch shall be, for the months
of November, December, January and February, from 7 o'clock
P. M., to 6 o'clock A. M . ; for months of March, April, September and October from 6 o'clock P. M. to 5 o'clock A. M.; for
months of May, .lune, July and August from 6 o'clock P. M., to
4 o'clock A. M.
If they are off duty for more than thirty minutes at any one
time, they shall provide competent substitutes.
Each night, between the hours of 6 o'clock and 10, they shall
patrol Main street, from the corner of Gooch street to the City
Building, on opposite sides and in opposite directions, and during
these hours, they shall not leave this beat or enter any building
excepting in the discharge of legitimate police duties.
After 10 P. M. one officer shall be constantly on Main street,
while one shall twice during each night pass up Main street to
North street, up North to Scamman, down Scamman to Temple,
up Temple to Spring, down Spring to Lincoln, down Lincoln and
Water to Main.
Also, twice during each night an officer shall
pass through Pepperell square to Common street, down Common
to High, up High to Beach, and up Beach to and down Main.
In case of fire, it shall be their first duty to ring an alarm, and
then to notify Engine men where the fire is located. They shall
be allowed forty-five minutes each night for eating and rest, bnt
in no case shall more than one officer be off duty at the same
time for this purpose.
They shall consider their whole time as belonging to the city,
and shall engage in no other business or calling whatever, and
shall hold themselves in readiness at all times to respond to any
call for their services as Police Officers.
Adopted January 4, 1875.

JOINT RULES A N D ORDERS
OP THE

CITY

COUNCIL.

RULE 1. At the commencement of the municipal year, the following joint standing committees shall be appointed, unless otherwise ordered by their respective boards, viz :
, On Finance—To consist of the mayor, one alderman and three
members of the common council.
On Accounts—To consist of one alderman and two members of
the common council.
On Public Property—To consist of the mayor, one alderman
and two members of the common council.
On Printing—To consist of one alderman and two members of
the common council.
On Public Instruction—To consist of the mayor, one alderman,
the president and two members of the common council.
On Sewers and Drains—To consist of one alderman and two
members of the common council.
On the Poor—To consist of one alderman and two members of
the common council.
On Ordinances—To consist of the mayor and two members of
the common council.
On Streets—To consist of the mayor, one alderman and three
members of the common council.
On Fire Department—To consist of one alderman and two members of the common council.
On Lighting Streets—To consist of the mayor, president and
one member of the common council.
On all joint committees wherein it is provided that the mayor
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shall be a member, in case of the non election, decease, inability,
or absence of that officer, the president pro tempore of the board
of aldermen, shall act ex officio.
The member of the board of aldermen, on every joint committee of which the mayor is not a member, shall be its chairman.
RULE 2. The members of the board of aldermen and of the
common council, who shall constitute the joint standing committees, shall be appointed by their respective boards unless otherwise ordered.
RULE 3. In every case of disagreement between the two
branches of the city council, if either board shall ask a conference,
and appoint a committee of conference, and the other board shall
also appoint a committee to confer, such committee shall, at a
convenient hour agreed upon by their chairman, meet and state
to each other, verbally or in writing, the views of their respective
boards, for and against the matter in controversy, confer freely
thereon, and report in writing to the board asking the conference.
RULE 4. Either board may propose to the other, for its concurrence, a time to which both boards shall adjourn, and neither
shall adjourn without giving notice to the other board, and receiving notice from said other board that it is also ready to adjourn.
RULE 5. All by-laws passed by the city council shall be termed
"Ordinances,'' and the enacting style shall be, "Be it ordained
by the city council of the city of Saco, as follows."
RULE 6. When either board shall not concur in the action of
the other, notice of such non-concurrence shall be given by a written message.
RULE 7. In all votes, when either or both branches of the city
council express anything by way of command, the lorm of expression shall be "Ordered," and whenever either or both branches
express opinions, principles, facts or purposes the form shall be
"Resolved."
RULE 8. No committee shall act by separate consultation, and
no report shall be received unless agreed to in committee actually
assembled.
RULE 9.

The reports of all committees, agreed to by a major-
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ity of the members, shall be made to the board in which the business referred to originated.
RULE 10. It shall be the duty of every joint committee to report on any subject specially referred to them, within four weeks,
or ask for further time.
RULE 11. No business shall be transacted by the city council
in convention except such as shall have been previously agreed
upon, unless by unanimous consent.
RULE 12. All reports and other papers submitted to the city
council shall be written in a fair hand, and no report of any kind
shall be endorsed on the memorials or other papers referred to the
committee of either branch, and the clerk shall make copies of
any papers to be reported by committees, at the request of the
chairman thereof.
RULE 13. After the annual appropriations shall have been
passed, no subsequent expenditure shall be authorized for any
purpose, unless provisions for the same shall be made by a special
transfer from some of the annual appropriations, or by expressly
creating therefor a city debt; but no such debt shall be created
except by the affirmative votes of two-thirds of the whole number
of each branch of the city council, voting by yeas and nays.
RULE 14. Every joint resolution shall have as many readings
in each board as the rules of each board require, after which the
question shall be on passing the same to be enrolled, and when
the same shall have been so passed it shall be sent to the other
board for concurrence ; and when such resolution shall have been
passed by each board, the same shall be enrolled by the cityclerk, and examined by the committee of the common council on
enrolled bills, and on being found correctly enrolled, without further reading or question shall be signed by the president of the
common council and sent to the other board, where a like examination shall be made by the committee of that board on enrolled
bills, and if found correctly enrolled, the same shall be presented
to the mayor for his signature.
RULK 15. Every ordinance shall have as many readings in
each board as the rules of each board require ; after which the
question shall be on passing the same to be enrolled, and it shall
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be sent to the other board for concurrence ; and when such ordinance shall have been so passed to be enrolled in each board, the
same shall be enrolled by the city clerk, and examined by the
committee of the common council on enrolled bills, and on being
found by said committee to be correctly enrolled, the same shall
be reported to the council, when the question shall be on passing
the same to be ordained ; and when said ordinance shall have so
passed to be ordained, it shall be signed by the president of the
common council and sent to the other board, when a like examination shall be made by the committee of that board on enrolled
bills, and if found to be correctly enrolled, the same shall be reported to the board, and the question shall be on passing the
same to be ordained ; and when the same shall have passed to be
ordained it shall be signed by the mayor.
RULE 16. No enrolled ordinance shall be amended.
RULE 17. Joint standing committees shall cause records to be
kept of their proceedings, in books provided by the city for that
purpose.
RULE 18. No chairman of any committee shall audit or approve any bill or account against the city for any supplies or service which shall not have been ordered or authorized by the
committee.
RULE 19. No vote by which an order, ordinance or resolve has
passed its final stage, shall be reconsidered in either board after
the same has been finally acted upon in the other board, unless
the motion for reconsideration be made on notice given at the
same meeting at which the vote to be reconsidered passed; and
when any order, ordinance or resolve shall have been rejected, no
other substantially the same, shall be introduced by any committee or member, during the municipal year, without the consent of
two-thirds of the members present.
RULE 20. None of the foregoing joint rules and orders shall
be suspended, amended or repealed, unless two-thirds of the
members present consent thereto.

RULES

AND
OF

ORDERS

THE

MAYOR AND ALDERMEN.

SECTION 1. The mayor shall take the chair at the hour to
which Ihe board adjourned, and shall call the members to order;
and a quorum being present, shall cause the minutes of the preceding meeting to be read.
In the absence of the mayor, the
board shall elect a president pr.o tempore.
SECT. 2. He shall preserve decorum and order ; may speak to
points of order in preference to other members ; and shall decide
all questions of order, subject to an appeal to the board, by motion regularly" seconded ; and no other business shall be in order
till the question on the appeal is decided.
SECT. 3. He shall declare all votes ; but if any member doubts
a vote, the president shall cause a return of the members voting
in the affirmative and in the negative, without debate.
SECT. 4. He may read sitting, but shall rise to state a motion
or put a question.
SECT. 5. On all questions and motions whatsoever, the president shall take the sense of the board by yeas and nays, provided
any member shall so request.
SECT 6. After a motion is stated or read by the president, it
shall be deemed to be in possession of the board, and shall be
disposed of by vote.
SECT. 7. When a question is under debate, the president shall
receive no motion but to adjourn, lay on the table, to postpone
to a day certain, to commit, to amend, or to postpone indefinitely ; which several motions shall have precedence in the order in
which they stand arranged.
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SECT. 8. Every' member when about to speak, shall rise and
respectfully address the mayor or president, confine himself to
the question under debate, and avoid personalities. No member
shall speak out of his place without leave.
SECT. 9. No member speaking shall be interrupted by another,
but by a call to order, or to correct a mistake
SECT. 10. Every member who shall be present when a question is put, shall give his vote, unless the board shall excuse him.
SECT. 11. Every ordinance shall pass through the following
stages before it shall be considered as having received the final
action of this board, viz : first reading, second reading, passage
to be enrolled, passage to be ordained ; and every joint resolution
shall have two several readings before the question shall be taken
on its final passage.
SECT. 12. Every motion shall be reduced to writing, if the
president shall so direct, or any member request it.
SECT. 13. The following standing committees of the board
shall be appointed, viz :
On the Sale of Intoxicating Liquors.
On Police.
On Licenses.
On Enrolled bills.
On Elections.,
The committees on Police and on Licenses to consist of the
mayor and two aldermen, and each of the others to consist of
three aldermen.
SECT. 14. Committees of the board to whom any matter is
specially referred, shall be required to report within four weeks,
or ask for further time.
SECT. 15. All committees shall be appointed and announced
by the mayor, unless the board shall determine otherwise.
SECT. 16. The above rules and orders of business shall be observed in all cases, unless suspended by a vote of two-thirds of
the members present, for specific purposes.

RULES

AND

ORDERS

OF THE
\

COMMON

COUNCIL.

DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT.
RULE 1. The president shall take the chair at the hour to
which the council may have adjourned, shall call the members to
order, and, on the appearance of a quorum, shall cause the minutes of the preceding meeting to be read, and proceed to business.
RULE 2. He shall preserve order and decorum, inay speak to
points of order in preference to other members, and shall decide
all questions of order, subject to an appeal to the council, on motion of any member regularly seconded, and no other business
shall be in order till the question on the appeal shall have been
decided.
RULE 3. He shall decide all votes, but if any member shall
doubt the vote, the president, without further debate, shall require
those members voting in the affirmative and in the negative to rise
and stand until they are counted, and then shall declarc the result.
RULE 4. He shall rise to put a question or to address the
council, but may read sitting.
RULE 5. The president may only express his opinion on any
subject under debate by leaving the chair and appointing a member to take it; but the president may state facts, and give his
opinion on questions of order without leaving his place.
RULE 6. When the council shall decide to go into committee
of the whole, the president shall appoint the chairman.
RULE 7. The president shall take the sense of the council by
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yeas and nays, when two of the members present shall so require ;
and in taking the yeas and naj s the names of the members, except the president, shall be called in alphabetical order.
RULE 8. He shall propound all questions in the order in which
they are moved, unless the subsequent motion be previous in its
nature, except that in naming sums and fixing times, the largest
sum and longest time shall be put first.
RULE 9. When a question is under debate, the president shall
receive no motion but to adjourn, to lay on the table, for the previous question, to postpone to a time certain, to commit, to
amend, or to postpone indefinitely ; which several motions shall
have precedence in the order in which they are arranged.
RULE 10. He shall consider a motion to adjourn as always
first in order ; and that motion and the motion to lay on the table,
and for the previous question, shall be decided without debate.
RULE 11. He shall put the previous question in the following
form : "Shall the main question be now put?" And all debate
shall be suspended until the previous question shall be decided.
The adoption of the previous question shall put an end to all debate, and bring the council to a direct vote upon pending amendments, if any, in their regular order, and then upon the main
question.
RULE 12. All incidental questions of order arising after a motion is made for the previous question, shall be decided without
debate, except on an appeal; and on such an appeal, no member
shall be allowed to speak more than once without leave of the
council.
RULE 3 3. When two or more members happen to rise at once,
the president shall name the member who is first to speak.
RULE 14. All committees shall be appointed and announced
by the president, unless otherwise provided for, or specially directed by the council.
RULE 15. In all cases the president may vote.
RULE 16. The president may call any member to the chair,
bat such substitution shall not extend beyond an adjournment.
RULE 1 7 .
In the absence of the president the s e n i o r member
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present shall call the council to order, and shall preside until a
president pro tempore shall be chosen.
RIGHTS, DUTIES A N D DECORUM OF MEMBERS.
RULE 18. When any member is about to speak in debate, or
deliver any matter to the council, he shall rise in his place, and
respectfully address the president, shall confine himself to the
question under debate, avoid personalities, and resume his seat
when he has finished speaking.
RULE 19. No member in debate shall mention another by
name, but may describe him by some designation, intelligible and
respectful.
RULE 20. No member speaking shall be interrupted by another, but by rising to call to order or to correct a mistake.
RULE 21. No member shall speak more than twice to the same
question, without leave of the council, nor more than once until
other members choosing to speak, shall have spoken.
RULE 22. Every motion shall be reduced to writing if requested by the president, or by any member of the council.
RULE 23. Any member may require a division of the question,
when the sense will admit of it.
RULE 24. No motion or proposition of a subject different from
that under consideration, shall be admitted under color of amendment.
RULE 25. When a vote has passed, it shall be in order for any
member who voted in the majority, to move the reconsideration
thereof, at the same meeting at which the vote passed, but not
afterwards; and when a motion for reconsideration is decided,
that vote shall not be reconsidered.
RULE 26. At every regular meeting of the council the order
of business shall be as follows:
1. Papers from the board of aldermen.
2. Unfinished business of preceding meetings.
8. Communications and reports from city officers, presentations of petitions, remonstrances and memorials.
4. Reports of committees.
5. Motions, orders and resolutions.

And the above order shall not be departed from but by vote of
three-fourths of the members of the council present.

76
RULE 27. No rule or order of the council shall be suspended
unless three-fourths of the members present shall consent thereto;
nor shall an3- rule or order be repealed or amended without notice
being given therefor at a preceding meeting, nor unless a majority of the whole council concur therein.
RULE 28. Every member shall take notice of the day and hour
to which the council stand adjourned, and shall give his punctual
attendance accordingly'.
RULE 29. The reading of any paper when objected to, shall be
determined by vote of the council.
RULE 30. Every seat which shall be drawn by any member at
the beginning of the session, shall be his seat during the year,
unless he have leave of the president to change it.
RULE 31. When any member shall be guilty of a breach of
any rule or order of the council, he may, on motion, be required
to give satisfaction therefor; and in such a case he shall not be
allowed to vote or speak, except by way of excuse, till he has
done so.
RULE 32. No member shall be allowed to vote or serve on any
committee on any question where his private right is concerned,
distinct from the public interest.
RULE 33. The clerk of the council shall be' elected by written
ballot.
RULE 34. The members of the council shall not leave their
places on adjournment, until the president shall declare the council adjourned.
PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, &c.
RULE 35. All memorials and other papers addressed to the
council, shall be presented by the president, or by a member in
his place, who shall explain the subject thereof, and they shall lie
on the table or be taken up in the order in which they were directed, unless the council shall otherwise direct.
ORDINANCES, ORDERS A N D RESOLUTIONS.
RULE 36. All ordinances, orders and resolutions shall have
two several readings before they are finally passed ; and no ordinance, order or resolution, imposing penalties or authorizing the;
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expenditure of money, and no order or resolution authorizing a
loan, shall have more than one reading on the same day; provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall prevent the passage of an order at any meeting of the council, to authorize the
printing of the document relating to the affairs of the city*.
POWERS A N D DUTIES OF COMMITTEES.
RULE 37. Standing committees shall be appointed on the following subjects:
On elections and returns.
On enrolled bills.

RULE 38. All committees of the council shall consist of three
members, unless otherwise ordered, and no report shall be received from any committee, unless agreed to in committee actually
assembled.
RULE 39. No committee shall sit during any meeting of the
council without special leave, except the committee on enrolled
bills.
DUTIES OF T H E CLERK.
RULE 40. The clerk shall keep minutes of the votes and proceedings of the council, enter thereon such orders and resolutions as
are adopted, shall notice reports, petitions and other papers
which are presented, bear all messages and transmit all papers
from the common council to the board of aldermen, unless the
council shall otherwise order ; and he shall attend the meetings of
the committees of the council and make their records when required.
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